
Donations from Holiday Let Owners 
 
In 2019 the Parish Council agreed to approach, by way of a letter, holiday let and 
second home owners with properties registered for business rates (and likely to be 
claiming business rate relief) for a contribution to the Parish Council.  
A contribution of £30 was proposed based on a similar amount raised per property 
for the Parish Council through the precept element of the council tax.  
These contributions would support local facilities and new projects without raising the 
precept and cost to council tax payers in the community. 
 
This action was publicised through Parish Council meetings, a mention in the 
Northumberland Gazette and the letter requesting a contribution placed in the parish 
council noticeboards and website.  
 
Letter  
 
The text can be found at the foot of this report. 
The letter and envelope were professionally printed. 
 
Recipients 
 
209 properties were identified as registered for business rates in the parish for the 
year 2019/20 using the tool www.counciltaxrates.info/NE675AG  
This website offers information sourced from official council sites and lists the 
address of all properties paying Council Tax and Business Rates for every postcode. 
 
Delivery 
 
The letters were delivered by three councillors by hand in the week commencing 9th 
March 2020. 
 
Of the 209 identified properties, 204 letters were delivered as follows -  
- 176 into the letterbox 
- 28 with no letter box were given to neighbours, wedged in door frame, left under the 
doormat etc. 
5 could not be delivered, for 2 the address was not found and 3 had no letterbox or 
alternative way to deliver. 
 
There have been no complaints that the letter was delivered incorrectly to a property 
paying council tax.  
 
Contributions Received to 19.8.20 
 
Total of £2,020 received for 56 properties -  
- 49 x £30 
- 3 x £50  
- 4 x £100   
 
56 properties represents ca 27% of the 209 identified/ 204 delivered to. 
 
Only two donations could not be matched with a property, one for £30 and the other  
£100. 
 
Full details are kept by the Clerk. 

http://www.counciltaxrates.info/NE675AG


How the donations will be spent will be decided at the Parish Council Meeting on 
26.8.20. 
 
Costs 
 
Clerk’s time ca 4 hours (included setting up spreadsheets, contacting the printers, 
contact with those donating, banking)  
 
Printing costs £61.00  
 
Net gain: £2,020 - £101.64 = £1,918.36 
  
Comments to Clerk  
 
All comments were to the effect that they do not mind making a contribution as 
Beadnell always looks lovely and well kept. 
 
Comments from Residents/ Council Tax payers 
 
Feedback has been positive! 
 
Recommendations for the future 
 
For those addresses with no postbox use a plastic bag and tape to glass or wedge 
somewhere it is hopefully found. 
 
 
19.8.20 
 
 
 
 
Letter Text 

  
Beadnell Parish Council 

 
Dear Friend of Beadnell                     March 2020 
You may be aware that Beadnell Parish Council raises money to pay for its 
responsibilities and services listed below, through a portion of the Council Tax paid by 
residents, second home owners and some holiday home owners. The Council does 
not receive any funds from those whose properties are registered for business rates.  
❖ Carrying out statutory responsibilities, employing a Clerk and representing the 

views of residents, businesses and visitors 
❖ Maintaining and insuring the 2 children's playgrounds 
❖ Grass cutting areas of the village 
❖ Maintaining the bus shelter 
❖ Provision of litter bins 
❖ Maintenance and insurance of public benches, village maps and noticeboards 
❖ Monitoring and responding to planning applications 
❖ Maintenance of all trees in the village greens and the cemetery 
❖ Upkeep of Beadnell cemetery 



The cost of all this for 2020/21 is £12,500 which results in a cost to each council tax 
payer averaging £30 per property.  
Recently, following requests from members of the public, Beadnell Parish Council 
have negotiated with Northumberland County Council  
❖ to keep the toilets in the car park open throughout the year at a cost to the 

Council of £2,000.  
In order to reduce plastic litter and allow water bottles to be refilled, we have 
undertaken 
❖ to install a water bottle refill station 
The Parish Council does not wish to further burden council tax payers with these costs 
as they will be primarily used to improve the visitor experience. Instead, we are asking 
owners of holiday rental properties, claiming business rate relief, to help us to further 
improve the amenities in our beautiful village by considering making a donation to the 
Parish Council at least equivalent to the annual council tax contribution.  
We propose a contribution of £30. Please give this request your serious consideration 
to enable us to continue to improve the public facilities for the holiday-makers using 
your property. 
Payment can be made by cheque or bank transfer, to Beadnell Parish Council Account 
No 70138738, Sort Code 20-58-17 quoting the house number and road name.  
Beadnell Parish Council meets regularly. Meetings are open to the public and are 
advertised on the Parish Council website www.beadnellparishcouncil.co.uk and 
noticeboard.  
The Council can be contacted by emailing the Parish Clerk  
beadnellparishcouncil7@gmail.com 

Thank you for your support.  
Beadnell Parish Council 
 
 

http://www.beadnellparishcpouncil.co.uk/
mailto:beadnellparishcouncil7@gmail.com

