
BEADNELL CONSERVATION AREA 

 

 

Beadnell Conservation Area was designated in February 2020 by Northumberland 

County Council. The extent of the Conservation Area is shown outlined in black on 

the map (separate document) and includes the core of the village, the harbour and 

the fields to the west of the village.  

 

 

What is a Conservation Area? 

The designation ‘Conservation Area’ aims to preserve and enhance a place with 

special architectural or historic interest to ensure its character and appearance is not 

degraded but protected and actively managed in a positive and sustainable way. The 

designation will not and should not stop change but ensure that future development 

is sympathetic and enhances Beadnell’s character and appearance. Local planning 

authorities are responsible for designating Conservation Areas under the Planning 

(Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990.  

 

 

Why designate a Conservation Area at Beadnell? 

Beadnell has a distinct street pattern, architecture and character. Special 

characteristics include the layout of the historic core of the village that dates back to 

the medieval period, and evidence for farming, fishing and industry including ridge 

and furrow cultivation remains, the harbour and the limekilns. It is valued for its 

Georgian buildings and its development into a seaside holiday resort.  

 

The designation of a Conservation Area was a Community Action of the North 

Northumberland Coast Neighbourhood Development Plan (2018). It is supported by 

a Conservation Area Character Appraisal commissioned by Beadnell Parish Council, 

the Northumberland Coast Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and Northumberland 

County Council. The Character Appraisal can be found on the Parish Council’s 

website.  

 

 

What will be the impact of the Conservation Area? 



Conservation Areas tend to be valued by those living and working in them as special 

places worthy of preservation and enhancement.  They are afforded a higher level of 

protection in the planning system as the defined area becomes a ‘designated 

heritage asset’, the significance of which is given more weight by national and local 

planning policies. Designation also introduces controls over the demolition of unlisted 

buildings and works to trees. It can support the use of Article 4 Directions to remove 

permitted development rights where the special interest of the Conservation Area is 

being damaged.  

 

Links 

 

- For Character Appraisal and guidance on development in a Conservation Area 

 

https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Planning/Conservation/Conservation.aspx 

 

-  Heritage Statements 

 

https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/NorthumberlandCountyCouncil/media/Planning-

and-Building/Conservation/Heritage-Statement-Guidance.pdf 

 

-  Northumberland Coast Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty  

 

http://www.northumberlandcoastaonb.org/ 

 

Historic England Conservation Area Appraisal, Designation and Management  

 

https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/conservation-area-

appraisal-designation-management-advice-note-1/heag-268-conservation-area-

appraisal-designation-management/ 

 

 

 

Beadnell Parish Council 
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